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Thank you for your comment.  Section 3.7.1 discusses our 
Section 7 ESA consultation process for the proposed Project. 

The Louisiana pine snake is discussed in Section 3.7.1.11.  
As part of its draft Implementation Plan, Gulf South has 
consulted with the FWS regarding the Louisiana pine snake 
and has developed a training module to inform construction 
workers about avoiding impacts to this species.  Should the 
listing status for the Louisiana pine snake change prior to or 
during construction, Gulf South would reinitiate consultation 
with the FWS. 

We have included a recommendation in Section 3.7.1.1 that 
would require Gulf South to immediately notify the FERC 
staff and to consult with the FWS should bald eagle nests be 
observed within 1,500 feet of the proposed Project. 

We have included a recommendation in Section 3.7.1.2 that 
would require Gulf South to immediately notify the FERC 
staff and the FWS if interior least terns are observed within 
650 feet of  proposed waterbody crossings in the Red and 
Mississippi River basins prior to or during construction.

The proposed use of any new access roads affecting areas not 
already assessed in the EIS would require prior approval by 
the FERC and all necessary surveys and agency permitting. 

Please see the response to F1-2. 

Please see the response to F1-3 and F1-4. 
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Gulf South is now completing Section 7 ESA consultation in 
regard to several new re-routes, additional temporary 
workspaces, and access roads.  We have included a 
recommendation in Section 3.7.1 that Gulf South should not 
begin construction activities until the FERC staff completes 
Section 7 consultation with the FWS and notifies Gulf South 
in writing that it may begin construction or mitigation. 

We have included a recommendation in Section 2.2.1 that 
Gulf South should limit the width of its permanent right-of-
way to 50 feet in the event that federal eminent domain 
authority is exercised. 



U.S. Department Of The Interior 

Federal Agency Comments K-4

 
 
 
 
 
 
F1-10 
 
 
 
 
 
 
F1-11 
 
F1-12 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
F1-13 
 
 
 
F1-14 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Gulf South would be required to restore stream contours and 
wetland hydrology in compliance with its Procedures, which 
are based closely on the FERC's Wetland and Waterbody 
Construction and Mitigation Procedures.  Any additional 
wetland impacts would be mitigated in accordance with the 
COE permitting process.   

See the response to F1-8. 

We have revised Section 3.7.1.4 to include new information 
regarding habitat management for the Louisiana black bear in 
the vicinity of the Tensas River NWR.  We have also 
included a recommendation that would require Gulf South to 
complete consultations with the FWS regarding the species 
used for replanting in this area. 

Please see the response to F1-2. 

Please see the response to F1-10. 
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Comment noted. 

Please see the response to F1-8. 

Please see the response to F1-9. 

Please see the response to F1-10. 

Please see the response to F1-8. 
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F2-1 
 
 
 
 
F2-2 
 
 
 
   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
F2-3 
 
 
 
 
F2-4 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

The "agricultural" cover type, as well as other cover types, 
are defined in Table 3.5-1 and representative crop species are 
listed.  This cover type does not include pasture, forestland, 
or abandoned cropland.

We are recommending in Section 2.2.1 that Gulf South limit 
its permanent right-of-way to a width of 50 feet instead of 60 
feet as proposed in the event that federal eminent domain 
authority is exercised.  In addition, we are recommending that 
Gulf South utilize at least 10 feet of existing, adjacent 
pipeline rights-of-way during construction and limit the 
construction right-of-way in rugged areas requiring two-tone 
construction to a width of 175 feet or less.  Based on safety 
considerations and workspace requirements, we do not 
believe that it is appropriate to dictate the positioning of the 
proposed pipeline within the permanent right-of-way in this 
case. 

We are recommending in Section 2.2.1 that Gulf South limit 
its permanent right-of-way to a width of 50 feet instead of 60 
feet as proposed for the Project in the event that federal 
eminent domain authority is exercised. 

We are recommending in Section 3.8.4 that Gulf South file 
with the Secretary prior to the start of construction, a plan 
approved in writing by the NRCS, for the crossing of Prior 
Converted wetlands and WRP lands.  This recommendation 
should ensure that any construction or modification of access 
roads on WRP easements is conducted in accordance with 
NRCS requirements. 



USDA-Natural Resources Conservation Service 

Federal Agency Comments K-8
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The possible crossing methods for saturated wetlands are 
described in Section 2.3.2.2.  In conditions where the trench 
is inundated or saturated to the extent that soils can not 
support heavy equipment, especially in large wetlands, a 
prefabricated floating pipeline segment may be pushed or 
pulled into position from outside the wetland, using the push-
float method.  The floats would then be removed and the 
pipeline segment would sink into the trench.  Wetlands may 
also be crossed using HDD. 

Please see the response to F2-4.  Gulf South's Procedures 
allow for maintenance of a herbaceous corridor that is 10-
feet-wide, along with selective trimming and tree removal in 
a corridor 30-feet-wide, in wetlands.  The removal of trees 
that are larger than 15 feet tall is typically necessary to 
prevent roots from growing around the pipeline, potentially 
causing damage.  This concern typically does not apply to 
sections of pipeline installed via HDD, as the pipeline in 
these areas is typically buried much deeper underground than 
the three feet below ground surface associated with open-cut 
installation.

Gulf South has developed a plan for revegetation based on 
consultation with NRCS and state and federal wildlife 
management agencies.  In general, this plan calls for 
reseeding using non-native bahia and bermuda warm season 
grasses, and rye and wheat as cool season species.  Gulf 
South continues to consult with FWS and NRCS regarding 
revegetation near the Tensas River NWR, and we have 
included recommendations in Sections 3.7.1.4 and 3.8.4 that 
would require Gulf South to complete these consultations 
prior to construction. 



USDA-Natural Resources Conservation Service 

Federal Agency Comments K-9
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Virtually the entire length of the proposed pipeline route in 
Madison Parish, Louisiana, where the Tallulah Compressor 
Station would be located, crosses prime farmland.  Given 
engineering and hydraulic constraints associated with the 
positioning of compressor stations, it does not appear feasible 
that the compressor station could be moved to an area where 
prime farmland would not be affected. 

Gulf South has delineated jurisdictional wetlands in 
accordance with criteria established by the COE (hydrology, 
soils, and vegetation), the federal agency responsible for 
permitting impacts to wetlands.  Gulf South has also 
identified WRP easements in consultation with NRCS.  
Although Gulf South indicated that it does not believe that all 
WRP lands are jurisdictional wetlands, it has agreed to a 
series of measures developed in consultation with NRCS to 
treat WRP lands as wetlands for the purposes of construction 
and restoration.  We acknowledge in Section 3.8.4.1 that 
NRCS considers all WRP lands and Prior Converted wetlands 
to be functional wetlands.

The suggested edits regarding swamp chestnut oak and water 
tupelo have been made to Section 3.4.1. 



USDA-Natural Resources Conservation Service 
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The suggested edits regarding additional genera of sedges 
were added to Section 3.4.1. 

The suggested edits regarding WRPs and Prior Converted 
Wetlands were incorporated into Sections 3.4 and 3.8. 

The suggested edits regarding the FSA's managerial role of 
CRP lands were incorporated into Sections 3.5 and 3.8. 

We have added discussion of the proposed Gulf Crossing and 
Midcontinent Express natural gas pipeline projects to our 
evaluation of cumulative impacts in Section 3.13.  These new 
projects had not yet been proposed at the time of the Draft 
EIS.  To the extent possible, we have quantified the potential 
effects of these projects, however, they are both still in the 
early planning stages, and detailed information on resources 
affected is not yet available in all instances. 



U.S. Environmental Protection Agency 

Federal Agency Comments K-11
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We have updated the table as indicated in the comment.

Comment noted.
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Comment noted.
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Comment noted. 

Comment noted. 
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We have included a recommendation in Section 2.2.1 that 
Gulf South should limit the width of its permanent right-of-
way to 50 feet in the event that federal eminent domain 
authority is exercised. 

Gulf South would be required to obtain all necessary permits, 
including the pending TPWD stream disturbance permits, 
prior to the initiation of construction. 
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Comment noted. 

Comment noted. 
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We recognize that TPWD prefers revegetation using native 
grass and forb species, especially in areas already containing 
native landscapes.  The TPWD's recommendation does not 
agree with the draft plan that Gulf South has developed for 
revegetation, which includes seeding with non-native 
bermuda, bahia, and annual rye grasses and wheat.  In order 
to ensure that TPWD's input into the revegetation plan is fully 
considered, we are recommending in Section 3.5 that Gulf 
South finalize development of revegetation procedures for 
Panola County, Texas in consultation with TPWD prior to 
construction. 

We note TPWD's recommendation that each landowner in 
Panola County, Texas be allowed to decide on reseeding with 
either native or non-native species.  We believe that this 
comment would be addressed in the continuing consultations 
between Gulf South, TPWD, and affected property owners as 
recommended and described in the response to Comment 
S2-5.
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We note TPWD's recommendation that when re-seeding of 
native species is infeasible, that bahia grass should be 
avoided and bermuda grass should be used instead.  We 
believe that this comment would be addressed in the 
continuing consultations between Gulf South and TPWD that 
we have recommended as described in the response to 
Comment S2-5. 

Comment noted. 

Comment noted. 

Comment noted.  Gulf South has also proposed to train 
construction personnel regarding special-status species and 
not to disturb such species during construction. 



Texas Parks and Wildlife 

State Agency Comments K-20

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Minden Public Meeting 

Public Meeting Comments K-21

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Minden Public Meeting 

Public Meeting Comments K-22

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Minden Public Meeting 

Public Meeting Comments K-23

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Monroe Public Meeting 

Public Meeting Comments K-24

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Monroe Public Meeting 

Public Meeting Comments K-25

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Monroe Public Meeting 

Public Meeting Comments K-26

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 




