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Table 1

Aerial Alignment 
Sheet

Vegetation Community

Loop A - San Juan County, New Mexico
1 Disturbed/Developed 0.0 - 0.1
1 Agricultural 0.1 - 0.2
1 Disturbed/Developed 0.2 - 0.5
1 Agricultural 0.5 - 0.8
1 Disturbed/Developed 0.8 - 1.0
1 Disturbed/Developed 1.0 - 1.1
1 Riparian Floodplain 1.1 - 1.8
1 Disturbed/Developed 1.8 - 1.9
1 Agricultural 1.9 - 2.0
1 Agricultural 2.0 - 2.0
1 Disturbed/Developed 2.0 - 2.1
2 Desert Grassland 2.1 - 3.0
2 Great Basin Desert Scrub 3.0 - 4.0
2 Desert Grassland 4.0 - 5.0
2 Desert Grassland 5.0 - 5.1
3 Great Basin Desert Scrub 5.1 - 5.5
3 Desert Grassland 5.5 - 6.0
3 Desert Grassland 6.0 - 7.0
4 Desert Grassland 7.0 - 7.9
4 Desert Grassland 7.9 - 8.0
4 Great Basin Desert Scrub 8.0 - 8.9

Loop B - McKinley County, New Mexico
1 Desert Grassland 71.9 - 73.1
1, 2 Great Basin Desert Scrub 73.1 - 75.0
2 Desert Grassland 75.0 - 76.3
2, 3, 4, 5 Great Basin Desert Scrub 76.3 - 83.2
5 Juniper Savanna 83.2 - 84.1
5 Desert Grassland 84.1 - 84.8
5 Great Basin Desert Scrub 84.8 - 85.3
6 Desert Grassland 85.3 - 87.6

Phoenix Lateral - Yavapai, Coconino, Maricopa, and Pinal Counties, Arizona
1U - 11U Conifer Woodlands 0.0 - 29.0
11U - 21U Great Basin Grasslands 29.0 - 52.2
21U - 01P Interior Chaparral 52.2 - 65.4
01P  - 04P Semi-Desert Grasslands 65.4 - 73.4
04P - 19P Sonoran Desert Scrub, Palo Verde-Mixed Cacti Uplands 73.4 - 105.3
19P - 38P Sonoran Desert Scrub, Creosote Bush-Bursage 105.3 - 154.6
38P - 40P Disturbed Lands and Hassayampa River 154.6 - 155.6
40P - 5M Sonoran Desert Scrub, Creosote Bush-Saltbush 155.6 - 174.6
5M - 6M Sonoran Desert Scrub, Creosote Bush-Saltbush 175.1 - 178.6
6M - 7M Sonoran Desert Scrub, Creosote Bush-Saltbush-Mixed Cacti 176.7 - 181.8
8M - 13M Sonoran Desert Scrub, Creosote Bush-Saltbush-Mixed Cacti 182.5 - 199.8
14M - 14M Sonoran Desert, Creosote Bush-Saltbush-Mixed Cacti 200.1 - 201.4
14M - 18M Sonoran Desert, Creosote Bush-Saltbush-Mixed Cacti 201.6 - 214.0
19M - 19M Sonoran Desert, Creosote Bush-Saltbush-Mixed Cacti 217.1 - 217.9
20M - 20M Sonoran Desert, Creosote Bush-Saltbush-Mixed Cacti 218.7 - 219.1
25M - 25M Sonoran Desert, Creosote Bush-Saltbush-Mixed Cacti 233.0 - 235.5
25M - 25M Sonoran Desert, Creosote Bush-Saltbush-Mixed Cacti 235.5 - 235.6
27M - 27M Sonoran Desert, Creosote Bush-Saltbush-Mixed Cacti 240.5 - 241.0
27M - 28M Sonoran Desert, Creosote Bush-Saltbush-Mixed Cacti 241.3 - 243.1
28M - 29M Sonoran Desert, Creosote Bush-Saltbush-Mixed Cacti 243.5 - 246.7
30M - 30M Sonoran Desert, Creosote Bush-Saltbush-Mixed Cacti 247.1 - 247.7
30M - 31M Sonoran Desert, Creosote Bush-Saltbush-Mixed Cacti 249.2 - 250.2
31M - 32M Sonoran Desert, Creosote Bush-Saltbush-Mixed Cacti 251.7 - 253.0

Milepost

Vegetation Communities Crossed by the Phoenix Expansion Project
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Common Name Scientific Name Breeds in Project Area 
a/ 

Pied-billed Grebe Podilymbus podiceps  Nests in wetland areas along San Juan River at the Bollack Farms, 
downstream  project area 

Great Blue Heron Ardea herodias  Known to nest both upstream and downstream along the San Juan River 

Mallard Anas platyrhynchos  Known to nest both upstream and downstream along the San Juan River 

Ruddy Duck Oxyura jamaicensis Nests at the Bollack Farms along the San Juan River, south of project area 

Turkey Vulture Cathartes  aura Nests in cliffs located near project areas  

Cooper's Hawk Accipiter cooperii Nests near riparian woodlands near the San Juan River 

Swainson's Hawk Buteo swainsoni Nests throughout project area 

Red-tailed Hawk  Buteo jamaicensis Nests throughout project area 

Ferruginous Hawk Buteo regalis Nests throughout project area 

Osprey  Pandion haliaetus  Occasionally nests in wetland areas along San Juan River at the Bollack 
Farms, south of project area 

American Kestrel Falco sparverius  Known to nest throughout project area 

Peregrine Falcon  Falco peregrinus  Known to nest in the Cross-over Canyon area in Loop B 

Common Moorhen Gallinula chloropus Nests in wetland areas along San Juan River at the Bollack Farms, 
downstream of project area 

American Coot Fulica americana  Nests in wetland areas along San Juan River at the Bollack Farms, 
downstream of project area 

Sora Porzana carolina Nests in wetland areas along San Juan River at the Bollack Farms, 
downstream of project area 

Killdeer Charadrius vociferus  Nests near open waters and dirt tanks 

Spotted Sandpiper Actitis macularia Reportedly nests along San Juan River 

Mourning Dove Zenaida macroura Nests throughout project corridor 

Yellow -billed Cuckoo Coccyzus americanus  Nests in wetland areas along San Juan River 

Greater Roadrunner Geococcyx californianus Nests throughout project corridor 

Barn Owl Tyto alba Nests in cliffs, banks, and trees where present in  project corridor 

Great-horned Owl Bubo virginianus  Nests throughout project corridor 

Burrowing Owl Athene cunicularia Known to nest in northern and middle portions of Loop B near NAPI 

Western Screech-Owl Otus kennicottii  Potentially nests in heavily wooded portions of project corridor immediately 
north of Crossover Canyon 

Common Nighthawk Chordeiles minor Known to nest near agricultural fields and San Juan River 

Black-chinned 
Hummingbird 

Archilochus alexandri Known to nest in riparian area near San Juan River 

Hairy Woodpecker Picoides villosus  Nests in pinyon-juniper woodlands 

Northern Flicker Colaptes auratus Nests in pinyon-juniper woodlands and riparian areas along San Juan River 

Western Wood-Pewee Contopus sordidulus  Nests in riparian areas along San Juan River 

Gray Flycatcher Empidonax wrighti  Occasionally nests in riparian areas along San Juan River 

Say's Phoebe Sayornis saya Nests in grassy uplands and riparian areas along San Juan River 

Ash-throated Flycatcher Myiarchus cinerascens Nests in riparian areas along San Juan River 

Cassin’s Kingbird Tyrannus vociferans  Nests in pinyon- juniper woodland and utilizes riparian areas along San 
Juan River during the breeding season 

Western Kingbird Tyrannus verticalis Nests in riparian areas and woodlands along San Juan River 
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Common Name Scientific Name Breeds in Project Area 
a/ 

Loggerhead Shrike Lanius ludovicianus  Nests throughout Desert shrublands 

Gray Vireo Vireo vicinior Occasionally nests in juniper grass savannahs in San Juan County 

Warbling Vireo Vireo gilvus   Potentially nests in riparian areas along San Juan River  

Western Scrub-Jay Aphelocoma californica Nests in pinyon-juniper woodlands 

Pinyon Jay Gymnorhinus cyanocephalus Nests in pinyon-juniper woodlands 

American Crow  Corvus brachyrhynchos 
hesperis  

Nest in riparian area along San Juan River 

Common Raven Corvus corax  Nests in trees and cliffs of pinyon-juniper woodland 

Black-billed Magpie Pica hudsonia Nests in riparian area along San Juan river 

Horned Lark Eremophila alpestris Potentially nests in grass-shrublands 

Northern Rough-winged 
Swallow  

Stelgidopteryx serripennis Known to nest in earthen banks near San Juan River  

Violet-green Swallow  Tachycineta thalassina Nests in tree cavities near San Juan River  

Cliff Swallow  Petrochelidon pyrrhonota Nests in cliffs in Cross-over Canyon and under bridges and other structures 
along the San Juan River 

Mountain Chickadee Poecile gambeli Nests in pinyon-juniper woodlands and in riparian area along San Juan 
River 

Bushtit Psaltriparus minimus  May nest  in pinyon-juniper woodlands  

White-breasted 
Nuthatch 

Sitta carolinensis Known to nest in riparian area along San Juan River 

Pygmy Nuthatch Sitta pygmaea May nest in pinyon-juniper woodlands  

Bewick's Wren Thryomanes bewickii Nests in riparian woodland and scrublands along San Juan River 

Rock Wren Salpinctes obsoletus  Nests in Desert shrublands  

Western Bluebird  Sialia mexicana May nest in pinyon-juniper woodlands and Desert shrublands 

American Robin Turdus migratorius  Known to nest in riparian area along San Juan River 

Northern Mockingbird Mimus polyglottos  Nests in riparian area along San Juan River and in adjoining uplands 

Bendire’s Thrasher Toxostoma bendirei Nests in riparian area along San Juan River and in adjoining uplands 

Yellow Warbler Dendroica petechia sonorana Nest in riparian woodlands along San Juan River 

Common Yellowthroat Geothlypis trichas Occasionally nests in marshlands along San Juan River 

Yellow -breasted Chat Icteria virens  Nests in dense riparian woodlands along San Juan River 

Spotted Towhee Pipilo maculatus Nest in riparian woodlands along San Juan River 

Canyon Towhee Pipilo fuscus  Nests in juniper savannahs  and closed pinyon-juniper woodlands 

Lark Sparrow  Chondestes grammacus Nest in open riparian woodlands interspersed with greasewood along the 
San Juan River 

Western Meadowlark Sturnella neglecta Nests near agricultural fields and riparian areas along the San Juan River 

Brown-headed Cowbird Molothrus ater May nest in riparian woodlands and adjacent habitats along the San Juan 
River 

Yellow -headed 
Blackbird 

Xanthocephalus 
xanthocephalus 

Nests in marshy areas along the San Juan River 

Red-winged Blackbird Agelaius phoeniceus  Commonly nest in marshy areas along the San Juan River 

Great-tailed Grackle Quiscalus mexicanus Nests in marshy areas along the San Juan River 

Bullock's Oriole Icterus bullockii Occasionally nest in riparian areas along the San Juan river 
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Common Name Scientific Name Breeds in Project Area 
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Scott’s Oriole Icterus parisorum May nest in scrublands adjacent to riparian areas along the San Juan River 

House Finch Carpodacus mexicanus Nest in riparian woodlands along the San Juan River 

Lesser Goldfinch Carduelis psaltria Occasionally nest in riparian areas and adjacent habitats along the San 
Juan River 

 
a/ Species known to breed in area, based on Breeding Bird Surveys (BBS) conducted from 1996 – 2005 (USGS 2007) and from 

Schmitt (1976), Reeves (1996), and information extracted from species descriptions contained in the New Mexico Department of 
Game and Fish Biota System of New Mexico (Bison-M) database.   
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Sources:  

Hawks Aloft/Partners in Flight.  2007.  New Mexico Partners in Flight Bird Conservation Plan.  
http://www.hawksaloft.org/pif.htm  [Accessed 22 January 2007]. 

New Mexico’s Natural Heritage Program (HDMS).  2006a.  Special Status Species list.  New 
Mexico Department of Game and Fish Department.  http://www.bison-m.org/index.aspx  
[Accessed 24 April 2006]. 

Corman, T. E. and C. Wise-Gervais.  2005.  Arizona Breeding Bird Atlas.  University of New Mexico 
Press, Albuquerque, NM. 

Reeves, T.  1996.  Birds of the B-Square Ranch, a Guide to Noteworthy Species.  San Juan 
College, New Mexico. 

Schmitt, C.  1976.  Summer Birds of the San Juan Valley.  New Mexico Ornithological Society 
Publication, No. 4. 

Sibley, D. A.  2000.  National Audubon Society The Sibley Guide to Birds.  Alfred A. Knopf, Inc., 
New York, NY.  

U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service. 2002.  Birds of Conservation Concern 2002.  Division of Migratory 
Bird Management, Arlington, Virginia.  99pp.  Online version available at 
http://migratorybirds.fws.gov/reports/bcc2002.pdf. 

U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service. 2005.  Birds Protected by the Migratory Bird Treaty Act.  
http://www.fws.gov/migratorybirds/intrnltr/mbta/mbtintro.html. 

U.S.Geological Survey. 2007.  Patuxent Wildlife Research Station.  Breeding Bird Surveys.  
http://www.pwrc.usgs.gov/bbs/retrieval/menu.ctm  [Accessed 22 January 2007] 

Compiled from NMPIF = Priority bird species identified in the current New Mexico Partners in Flight 
(NMPIF) Bird Conservation Plan including the Plains and Mesa Grassland, Mid-Elevation 
Riparian Woodland, and Great Basin Desert Shrublands and Birds of Conservation 
Concern (BCC) for New Mexico (i.e., the Colorado Plateau in the U.S. [Bird Conservation 
Region 87] and the Mesa and Plains [Bird Conservation Region 85] (USFWS 2002). 
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a/ 

Pied-billed Grebe Podilymbus podiceps  Potentially nesting on the Gila River immediately upstream of project 
crossing, known to nest at Picacho Reservoir south of Coolidge 

Least Bittern Ixobrychus exilis Possibly nests upstream of the project crossing in cattails along the Gila 
River. May nest at Picacho Reservoir south of Coolidge 

Great Blue Heron Ardea herodias  May nest along the Gila River upstream of the project crossing 

Mallard Anas platyrhynchos  Potential nesting species on the Gila River upstream of the project 
crossing, also at Picacho Reservoir south of Coolidge 

Ruddy Duck Oxyura jamaicensis Possible nesting species on the Gila River upstream of the project crossing 
and at Picacho Reservoir south of Coolidge 

Cooper's Hawk Accipiter cooperii May nest in riparian trees at the Verde River Crossing and at Little Hell 
Canyon 

Harris's Hawk Parabuteo unicinctus Potential nesting species in Saguaro cacti between Mayer and Lake 
Pleasant 

Zone-tailed Hawk Buteo albonotatus  Potential nesting species in riparian trees along Bumble Bee Creek or Bib 
Bug Creek 

Swainson's Hawk Buteo swainsoni Species is known to nest in the Chino Valley 

Red-tailed Hawk Buteo jamaicensis This species could be encountered as  a nesting bird almost anywhere in 
the project area except on open creosote bush/saltbush desert 

American Kestrel Falco sparverius  A possible nesting species anywhere there are saguaro cacti 

Prairie Falcon Falco mexicanus  Nests in the Sierra Estrella and Maricopa Mountains, unlikely in the project 
area 

Common Moorhen Gallinula chloropus Potential breeding species on the Gila River upstream of the project 
crossing and at Picacho Reservoir south of Coolidge 

American Coot Fulica americana  Potential breeding species on the Gila River upstream of the project 
crossing and at Picacho Reservoir south of Coolidge 

Yuma Clapper Rail Rallus longirostris 
yumanensis 

A potential nesting species on the Gila River upstream of the project 
crossing and at Picacho Reservoir south of Coolidge 

Sora Porzana Carolina A potential nesting species on the Gila River upstream of the project 
crossing 

Killdeer Charadrius vociferous May nest anywhere in the project area where there is open water, including 
stock tanks  

American Avocet Recurvirostra Americana A potential nesting species on the Gila River upstream of the project 
crossing 

Black-necked Stilt Himantopus mexicanus  A potential nesting species on the Gila River upstream of the project 
crossing 

Spotted Sandpiper Actitis macularia A potential nesting species at the Verde River and Little Hell Canyon 
crossing 

Mourning Dove Zenaida macroura Nests throughout the project area, most common in desert areas  

White-winged Dove Zenaida asiatica Common nesting species in Arizona Upland habitats 

Inca Dove Columbina inca Most likely to be found nesting in urban and suburban settings 

Common Ground-Dove Columbina passerine May nest in brushy, agricultural edges west of Phoenix 

Band-tailed Pigeon Columba fasciata A possible breeding spec ies in the Ash Fork-Prescott areas, but suitable 
habitat is not traversed by the project 

Greater Roadrunner Geococcyx californianus May nest almost anywhere in project area, most common in lower desert 
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areas 
 
 

Barn Owl Tyto alba May nest anywhere in the project area where cliffs or steep banks with 
holes are present 

Great-horned Owl Bubo virginianus  Nests throughout the project area – dependent only on larger trees or 
saguaros are present for nest sites  

Burrowing Owl Athene cunicularia This species nests in agricultural lands west of Phoenix and in the vicinity 
of Casa Grande and Coolidge 

Elf Owl Micrathene whitneyi  Probably nests in the Mayer-Lake Pleasant reach of the project where 
saguaro are present 

Western Screech-Owl Otus kennicottii  Nests in areas of mesquite and palo verde-saguaro 

Ferruginous Pygmy -Owl Glaucidium brasilianum Potential nesting habitat is present between Lake Pleasant and Mayer, but 
it is highly unlikely the bird is present 

Common Poorwill Phalaenoptilus nuttallii  Potential nesting habitat for this species is present throughout most of the 
project area, except on fine-soiled lowland flats 

Whip-poor-will Caprimulgus vociferous There is some potential for this species in the Prescott-Chino Valley area 

Common Nighthawk Chordeiles minor May nest in the northernmost reaches of the project area south to Prescott 
Valley 

Lesser Nighthawk Chordeiles acutipennis May nest anywhere in the project area south of the Prescott Valley area 

White-throated Swift Aeronautes saxatalis May nest anywhere in the project area where there are large cliffs 

Anna’s Hummingbird Calypte anna May nest in the Maricopa and Pinal County portions of the project area in 
riparian areas and urban/suburban situations 

Costa’s Hummingbird Calypte costae Breeds in des ert areas along washes and on slopes with palo verde-
saguaro 

Black-chinned 
Hummingbird 

Archilochus alexandri May breed anywhere in the project area except low, open desert and 
higher elevation situations as at Williams  

Broad-tailed 
Hummingbird 

Selasphorus platycercus  Breeds in coniferous and oak woodlands, possible nesting species in the 
northernmost reaches of the project area at Ash Fork 

Belted Kingfisher Ceryle alcyon Species is known to nest along the Verde River in Yavapai County 

Acorn Woodpecker Melanerpes formicivorus  May nest in the central Yavapai County reaches of the project where and if 
oaks are present 

Gila Woodpecker Melanerpes uropygialis Most likely to be found nesting in areas with saguaro cacti 

Ladder-backed 
Woodpecker 

Picoides scalaris Most likely to be found nesting in areas with mesquite. Likely present in the 
project area from the Yavapai-Coconino County lines south 

Gilded Flicker Colaptes chrysoides  This species is closely associated with Saguaro cacti 

Northern Flicker Colaptes auratus In pinyon and/or ponderosa pine from the Maricopa-Yavapai County line to 
the northernmost reaches of the project area 

Western Wood-Pewee Contopus sordidulus  A likely breeding species in riparian woods along Big Bug Creek, Lynx 
Creek and other woodlands north of Mayer 

Gray Flycatcher Empidonax wrightii Nests in pinyon-juniper woodlands south to the Maricopa-Yavapai County 
line 

Black Phoebe Sayornis nigricans  Likely to be nesting on bridges or other structures wherever there is water 

Say's Phoebe Sayornis saya Likely to be nesting in any open habitat anywhere along the project right of 
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way  

Vermilion Flycatcher Pyrocephalus rubinus Most likely in central Yavapai County along the Verde River, at Little Hell 
Canyon, Lynx Creek, and along Big Bug Creek 

Ash-throated Flycatcher Myiarchus cinerascens May breed anywhere along the right of way where there are trees that can 
provide nest cavities 

Brown-crested 
Flycatcher 

Myiarchus tyrannulus May nest along desert rivers and in areas with good saguaro cactus density 

Cassin’s Kingbird Tyrannus vociferans  Common nesting species in pinyon-juniper woodlands and in adjacent 
grassland with scattered junipers – all of Yavapai and southern Coconino 
Counties 

Western Kingbird Tyrannus verticalis May nest anywhere in the project area where there are tall trees, saguaros, 
utility poles and lines, or pinyon-juniper woodland 

Loggerhead Shrike Lanius ludovicianus  May nest almost anywhere along the route, but is likely to be most common 
in the low, desert areas  

Gray Vireo Vireo vicinior Nests mostly north of the Maricopa County Line in juniper woodlands  

Warbling Vireo Vireo gilvus  May nest along Big Bug Creek 

Bell’s Vireo Vireo bellii  Prescott Valley area south, in dense, shrubby habitat, especially with a 
mesquite component 

Hutton’s Vireo Vireo huttoni  Nests in central Yavapai County in areas with evergreen oak woodland 

Plumbeous Vireo Vireo plumbeus  Oak woodlands and pinyon-juniper woodlands in Yavapai and Coconino 
Counties 

Western Scrub-Jay Aphelocoma californica Nests in the project area in scrub oak thickets, chaparral, and pinyon-
juniper woodlands in Yavapai and Coconino Counties 

Pinyon Jay Gymnorhinus cyanocephalus Nest in pinyon, juniper, or ponderosa pine in the Ash Fork Area 

Common Raven Corvus corax  May nest anywhere in the project area where large trees, saguaro cacti or 
cliffs are present 

American Crow  Corvus brachyrhynchos  Possible nesting species in the vicinity of Ash Fork 

Horned Lark Eremophila alpestris May nest in grassland areas of Prescott-Chino Valleys north to Ash Fork; 
also in lowland creosote bush scrub and lowland agricultural areas 

Purple Martin Progne subis There is potential for late summer nesting in saguaros south of Mayer 

Northern Rough-winged 
Swallow  

Stelgidopteryx serripennis Verde River, Little Hell Canyon, Lynx Creek, Big Bug Creek, Bumble Bee 
Creek, Gila River 

Violet-green Swallow  Tachycineta thalassina A potential nesting species in riparian woodlands in Yavapai County, Verde 
River, Little Hell Canyon, Big Bug Creek 

Cliff Swallow Petrochelidon pyrrhonota May occur anywhere in the project area where mud is available for nest 
construction and structures are present upon which to build nests  

Barn Swallow  Hirundo rustica Known to nest in the Ash Fork and Drake areas  

Bridled Titmouse Baeolophus wollweberi Nests in Yavapai County in evergreen oak woodlands  

Juniper Titmouse Baeolophus ridgwayi Breeds in juniper and pinyon-juniper habitats of Yavapai and Coconino 
Counties 

Verdin Auriparus flaviceps  Primarily a desertscrub nesting species, Verdins may nest from central 
Yavapai County south to the project terminus 

Bushtit Psaltriparus minimus  Evergreen oak and pinyon-juniper woodlands in Yavapai and Coconino 
Counties 
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White-breasted 
Nuthatch 

Sitta carolinensis Juniper, pinyon – juniper, and riparian woodlands in Yavapai and Coconino 
Counties 

Bewick's Wren Thryomanes bewickii Likely to be present in any brushy, woody habitat in the project area. Not 
known to nest west of Phoenix or in the Casa Grande-Coolidge area 

House Wren Troglodytes aedon A possible nesting species in riparian woodlands in Yavapai County 

Cactus Wren Campylorhynchus 
brunneicapillus  

May nest anywhere along the project south of Ash Fork although they are 
most common in Sonoran desert uplands 

Rock Wren Salpinctes obsoletus  May nest anywhere in the project area, but least likely to be present on 
open creosote bush/saltbush flats 

Canyon Wren Catherpes mexicanus  May nest anywhere in the project area where canyons, cliffs, or large 
outcrops are present 

Black-tailed Gnatcatcher Polioptila melanura This species may nest in brushy areas anywhere south of the Prescott 
Valley area; mostly in Sonoran desertscrub 

Blue-gray Gnatcatcher Polioptila caerulea Nests in brushy riparian corridors and open woodlands, Yavapai County to 
Ash Fork 

Western Bluebird  Sialia mexicana May nest in open stands of pinyon and juniper in Prescott and Coconino 
Counties 

American Robin Turdus migratorius  May nest in riparian woodlands along the Verde River and Little Hell 
Canyon 

Northern Mockingbird Mimus polyglottos  May nest anywhere in the project area 

Bendire’s Thrasher Toxostoma bendirei Arizona upland habitats and along dry washes with scattered trees and 
shrubs. Primarily south of the Maricopa County line 

Curve-billed Thrasher Toxostoma curvi rostre Although primarily a species of the Arizona Upland, this species may be 
found nesting almost anywhere south of central Yavapai County 

Crissal Thrasher Toxostoma crissale Primarily a bird of heavily vegetated dry washes and other tall, dense 
brushy thickets at variable elevations  

LeConte’s Thrasher Toxostoma lecontei Unlikely nesting species, but may occur in the Rainbow and Mobile Valleys, 
especially in saltbush 

Phainopepla Phainopepla nitens May occur as a nesting species anywhere in the study area, mostly in 
Sonoran Uplands and along xeroriparian washes 

Virginia’s Warbler Vermivora virginiae Shrubby slopes in pinyon-juniper and in chaparral, mostly in Yavapai 
County with respect to this project 

Lucy’s Warbler Vermivora luciae Almost anywhere in the project area where mesquite occurs along 
intermittently flooded drainages  

Yellow Warbler Dendroica petechia sonorana May nest where broadleaf, deciduous riparian vegetation is present- Verde 
River, Little Hell Canyon, Lynx Creek, Big Bug Creek, and Bumble Bee 
Creek 

Black-throated Gray 
Warbler 

Dendroica nigrescens  Nest in pinyon-juniper and oak woodland associations – for this project, 
mostly in central Yavapai County 

Painted Redstart Myioborus pictus  May nest along streams with sycamore and evergreen oak – Lynx Creek, 
Big Bug Creek 

Common Yellowthroat Geothlypis trichas Dense, low vegetation associated with water – Verde River, Little Hell 
Canyon, possibly Big Bug and Lynx Creeks 

Yellow -breasted Chat Icteria virens  Dense, shrubby, riparian vegetation, including salt cedar, possibly Verde 
River, Little Hell Canyon, Lynx Creek, Big Bug Creek, Gila River 
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Common Name Scientific Name Breeds in Project Area 
a/ 

Hepatic Tanager Piranga flava Primarily a pine-oak woodland bird, also interior deciduous riparian forest 

Summer Tanager Piranga rubra Nests in Sonoran riparian deciduous forest – potential at Verde River, Little 
Hell Canyon, Lynx Creek, Big Bug Creek, and Bumble Bee Creek 

Pyrrhuloxia Cardinalis sinuatus  If present, most likely along brushy, dry washes in Pinal County 

Northern Cardinal Cardinalis cardinalis Dense, brushy Sonoran desertscrub and along broadleaf riparian 
woodlands. Potentially widespread in project area 

Black-headed Grosbeak Pheucticus melanocephalus  Nests in pinyon-juniper and deciduous tree-dominated canyons north of the 
Maricopa-Yavapai County line 
 
 

Blue Grosbeak Guiraca caerulea Nests in mesquite and hackberry thickets in grasslands and in riparian 
woodlands in the desert lowlands. Does nest along the Gila River 

Lazuli Bunting Passerina amoena Brushy, deciduous habitats, especially those dominated by sycamore or 
cottonwood-willow. Locally uncommon breeder in Yavapai and Coconino 
Counties 

Indigo Bunting Passerina cyanea  Brushy, deciduous habitats, especially those dominated by sycamore or 
cottonwood-willow. Locally uncommon breeder in Yavapai and Coconino 
Counties 

Spotted Towhee Pipilo maculates Nests in dense, semiarid, brushy thickets, most often in pinyon-juniper 
woodlands north of the Maricopa County line 

Green-tailed Towhee Pipilo chlorurus  Nests locally in Coconino County, probably not in project area 

Canyon Towhee Pipilo fuscus  Nests in arid, brushy habitats mostly in Yavapai County for this project, but 
may be present in mesquite along washes in Pinal and Maricopa Counties. 

Abert’s Towhee Pipilo aberti Dense, brushy habitats associated with drainages and moist soil – probably 
along the Gila River and most major drainages  

Rufous-crowned 
Sparrow  

Aimophila ruficeps  Nests on arid, rocky slopes with shrub live oak, barberry, and sagebrush. 
Tends to avoid similar vegetation type on flats. For this project, found 
primarily in Yavapai County. 

Black-throated Sparrow  Amphispiza bilineata Primarily in Sonoran desertscrub, but may be found nesting in any, arid, 
brush habitat in the project area south of Ash Fork 

Black-chinned Sparrow  Spizella atrogularis Arid, brushy, generally steep sloping habitats mostly in Yavapai County for 
this project 

Chipping Sparrow  Spizella passerine Nests mostly in pinyon-juniper habitats of Yavapai and Coconino Counties 

Lark Bunting Calamospiza melanocorys Nested near Chino Valley in 1973 – not a regular breeding bird in the 
project area 

Lark Sparrow  Chondestes grammacus Nests in open country with scattered trees and shrubs – Great Basin 
grassland with scattered pinyon and juniper in Yavapai and Coconino 
Counties 

Song Sparrow  Melospiza melodia Nests in dense, shrubby habitats associated with water, primarily in Pinal 
and Maricopa Counties for this project 

Western Meadowlark Sturnella neglecta Nests in Great Basin grassland with scattered pinyon and juniper – also in 
rural areas with pastures, fallow fields and croplands 

Eastern Meadowlark Sturnella magna Nests in open, grassy landscapes of central Yavapai County south and 
west of Ash Fork 

Brown-headed Cowbird Molothrus ater Parasitizes nests of small to medium-sized cup nesting birds throughout 
the project area 
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Common Name Scientific Name Breeds in Project Area 
a/ 

Bronzed Cowbird Molothrus aeneus Parasitizes nests of orioles, tanagers, and other species in rural settings of 
Yavapai, Maricopa, and Pinal Counties 

Yellow -headed 
Blackbird 

Xanthocephalus 
xanthocephalus 

Nests in emergent cattail an bulrush communities associated with the Gila 
River 

Red-winged Blackbird Agelaius phoeniceus  Nests in emergent wetland vegetation, riparian woodlands associated with 
perennial water, and irrigated agricultural lands throughout the project area 

Brewer’s Blackbird Euphagus cyanocephalus  Nests near irrigated lands or areas of permanent water near Ash Fork in 
Coconino County 

Great-tailed Grackle Quiscalus mexicanus Nest in or near human developments and irrigated landscapes, common 
urban and suburban species 

Bullock's Oriole Icterus bullockii Nests primarily in riparian woodlands including mesquite thickets and salt 
cedar, mostly in Yavapai County, but also along the Gila River 

Hooded Oriole Icterus cucullatus  This oriole also nests in broadleaf riparian woodlands primarily in Yavapai 
County in the project area 

Scott’s Oriole Icterus parisorum Nests in pinyon-juniper woodlands and upland Sonoran desertscrub, 
absent from open, arid flatlands of creosote bush/saltbush 

House Finch Carpodacus mexicanus Nests in a variety of habitat types and urban/suburban settings throughout 
the project are 

Pine Siskin Carduelis pinus Nests primarily in mixed coniferous forest and ponderosa pine forest, very 
infrequently in pinyon-juniper woodland 

Lesser Goldfinch Carduelis psaltria Primarily a riparian nesting species – Verde River, Little Hell Canyon, Lynx 
Creek, Big Bug Creek, Bumble Bee Creek, and Gila River 

 
a/ Species known to breed in area, based on Breeding Bird Surveys (BBS) conducted from 1996 – 2005 (USGS 2007) and from 

information extracted from species descriptions contained in the Arizona Department of Game and Fish Natural Heritage 
Program’s database. 
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