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COVER SHEET 
 

a. Title: Relicensing the Clackamas Hydroelectric Project in Oregon, 
Federal Energy Regulatory Commission (FERC or Commission) 
Project No. 2195-011 
 

b. Subject: Final Environmental Impact Statement 
 

c. Lead Agency: Federal Energy Regulatory Commission 
 

d. Abstract: Portland General Electric Company (PGE) of Portland, filed an 
application for a new license for the existing 173-megawatt (MW) 
Clackamas Hydroelectric Project (project) located on the Clackamas 
River in Clackamas County, Oregon.  The nearest city is Estacada 
located at River Mill Power House, approximately 30 miles 
southeast of Portland.  The project occupies about 2478 acres of 
Federal land of which 2365 acres are managed by the U.S. Forest 
Service and 113 acres managed by the Bureau of Land 
Management.   

The power generated at the 173 MW project provides 
approximately 72 percent of the current need for power by PGE’s 
733,000 customers in the region (approximately 40 percent of the 
electrical power supplied in Oregon). 

Five species of anadromous fish occur within the project area, 
including wild late-run and naturalized early-run coho salmon, 
spring-run and fall-run Chinook salmon, winter-and-summer run 
steelhead trout, coastal cutthroat t rout (that are believed to be 
freshwater migrations), and Pacific lamprey.   

Key issues associated with relicensing this project are:  erosion and 
sedimentation control; water quality and quantity; fish resources 
and habitat and protection enhancement; fish passage; terrestrial 
resources, including barriers to wildlife movements and terrestrial 
habitat connectivity; potential effects on threatened, endangered or 
rare fish, wildlife, and plant species; enhancing local recreational 
opportunities; land use and socioeconomics, aesthetic resources, and 
protecting cultural resources.  

The staff’s recommendation is to relicense the project as proposed, 
with additional measures recommended by agencies and the staff to 
protect and enhance environmental resources. 
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e. Contact: Environmental Staff 

John Blair 
Federal Energy Regulatory 
Commission 
Office of Energy Projects 
888 First Street, N.E. 
Washington, DC 20426 
(202) 502-6092 
 

Staff Counsel 
Quentin Lawson 
Federal Energy Regulatory 
Commission 
Office of the General Counsel 
888 First Street, N.E. 
Washington, DC 20426 
(202) 502-8439 
 

f. Transmittal: This draft environmental impact statement prepared by the 
Commission’s staff on the hydroelectric license application filed by 
Portland General Electric Company, Portland, Oregon for the 
existing Clackamas River Hydroelectric Project (No. 2195-011) is 
being made available to the public in June 2006, as required by the 
National Environmental Policy Act of 19691 

                                              
1 National Environmental Policy Act of 1969, amended (Pub. L. 91-190. 42 

U.S.C. 4321-4347, January 1, 1970, as amended by Pub. L. 94-52, July 3, 1975, Pub. L. 
94-83, August 9, 1975, and Pub. L. 97-258, §4(b), September 13, 1982). 
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FOREWORD 
 
 

The Federal Energy Regulatory Commission (Commission), pursuant to the 
Federal Power Act (FPA)2 and the U.S. Department of Energy Organization Act3 is 
authorized to issue licenses for up to 50 years for the construction and operation of non-
federal hydroelectric developments subject to its jurisdiction, on the necessary 
conditions: 

That the project adopted…shall be such as in the judgment of the Commission will 
be best adapted to a comprehensive plan for improving or developing a waterway 
or waterways for the use or benefit of interstate or foreign commerce, for the 
improvement and utilization of water-power development, for the adequate 
protection and enhancement of fish and wildlife (including related spawning 
grounds and habitat), and for other beneficial public uses, including irrigation, 
flood control, water supply, and recreational and other purposes referred to in 
Section 4(e)…4 

The Commission may require such other conditions not inconsistent with the FPA 
as may be found necessary to provide for the various public interests to be served by the 
project.5 

 

                                              
2 16 U.S.C. §791(a)-825r, as amended by the Electric Consumers Protection 

Act of 1986, Public Law 99-495 (1986) and the Energy Policy Act of 1992, Public Law 
102-486 (1992). 

3 Public Law 95-91, 91 Stat. 556 (1977). 
4 16 U.S.C. §803(a). 
5 16 U.S.C. §803(g). 
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