
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Comments on the Draft EIS and Responses 
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A1-1 Sections 4.2.3, 4.3.1.2, and 4.8.5 have been revised to include additional 

information on contamination. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

A1-2 The Executive Summary and section 4.8.5 have been revised to include the 
additional information on potential contamination at some aboveground facility 
sites. 

 

A1-1 

A1-2 
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A1-3 The Executive Summary has been updated with the current status of cultural 

resources surveys at the access roads and pipe storage and contractor yards. 
 
 
 
 
 
 

A1-4 The Executive Summary has been updated with the correct number of cultural 
resources sites and the current status of site evaluations. 
 
 
 
 
 

 

A1-5 The Executive Summary has been updated to reflect the remaining cultural 
resources surveys that need to be completed. 

 

 
 
 
 
 

A1-6 Section 4.2.2 has been revised to indicate Northwest’s acceptance of the 
conditions stipulated by the WDOE and the FERC staff’s recommendation has 
been removed from sections 4.2.2 and 5.4.  However, section 2.5 has been 
revised to include the FERC staff’s recommendation that Northwest prepare a 
revised ECR Plan to address specific comments received on the draft EIS and 
to list all of the EI’s responsibilities that are included in the list of EI’s 
responsibilities in the EIS.  In accordance with the FERC staff’s 
recommendation, Northwest should file the revised ECR Plan with the 
Secretary for the review and written approval of the Director of OEP before 
construction (see also mitigation measure number 11 in section 5.4).  See also 
the responses to comments SA1-46, SA1-106, and SA1-150. 

 

A1-3 

A1-4 

A1-5 

A1-6 
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A1-7 Section 4.2.3 has been revised to include the additional information on 

potential pre-existing soil contamination. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

A1-8 Section 4.2.3 has been revised to clarify that the WDOE expressed concern 
over possible contamination at some existing aboveground facility sites. 

 
 

A1-9 The text in section 4.3.2.3 and table 4.3.2-6 has been revised to state that 
Northwest proposes to cross Olson Lake and Evans Creek using standard 
wetland construction techniques in accordance with the FERC staff’s 
Procedures if they are too dry to cross using the push-pull method.  This 
information has also been added to the Executive Summary, section 2.3.2, and 
section 4.4.3. 

 

A1-7 

A1-8 

A1-9 
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A1-10 Tables 4.3.2-6, 4.3.2-8, and 4.3.2-9 and the text in sections 4.3.2.3 and 4.4.3 

have been revised to state that Northwest believes the aerial span method is 
the only technically feasible alternative to cross Pilchuck Creek and the 
Nisqually River; however, Northwest does not propose to use this method 
unless there are no underground options.  In addition, section 2.3.2 has been 
revised to state that Northwest believes the aerial span method is the only 
technically feasible method to cross Pilchuck Creek and the Nisqually River if 
the preferred crossing method (wet open cut) is not approved at those 
locations.  
 
 
 

 

A1-11 Section 4.3.2.3 has been revised to state that Fort Lewis has reviewed the 
geotechnical report for Muck and South Fork Creeks and concurred that the 
flume method would be the appropriate crossing method for both creeks if 
Northwest follows the stipulations of Fort Lewis staff.  Section 4.3.2.3 has been 
revised to list the stipulations and state that Northwest would adhere to them 
unless prohibited by other permits (e.g., the WDFW’s Hydraulic Project 
Approval).  The revised section 4.3.2.3 states that the WDFW commented that 
it would not allow Northwest to use a filter fabric streambed liner. 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

A1-12 Section 4.8.3.1 has been revised to clarify that Northwest would either restore 
lawn areas and landscaping within the construction work area or provide 
compensation to the landowner to conduct the restoration. 

 

A1-10 

A1-11 

A1-12 
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A1-13 Section 4.8.5 has been revised to include the additional information on 

potential contamination at some aboveground facility sites. 

 

A1-12 
(cont’d) 

A1-13 
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A1-14 Section 4.10.1 has been updated with the status of the Washington State 

Historic Preservation Office’s (SHPO) review of the draft addendum cultural 
resources survey reports. 

 

A1-13 
(cont’d) 

A1-14 
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A1-15 Section 4.10.1 has been updated with the current status of cultural resources 

surveys at the access roads and pipe storage and contractor yards. 
 

A1-16 Section 4.10.1 has been revised to reflect the results of Northwest’s evaluation 
at the prehistoric cultural resources site and the current status of surveys 
required at the cemetery.   
 
 
 
 
 

A1-17 Section 4.10.1 has been revised to include the results of these cultural 
resources evaluations. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

A1-18 Section 4.10.1 has been updated with the status of SHPO comments on 
cultural resources surveys at the compressor stations. 

 

A1-19 Section 4.10.1 has been updated with the status of SHPO comments on 
cultural resources surveys at the laydown area adjacent to the Chehalis 
Compressor Station. 
 

A1-20 Section 4.10.1 has been updated with the current status of cultural resources 
surveys at access roads. 
 

A1-21 See the response to comment A1-20. 

 
 

A1-22 Section 4.10.1 has been updated with the status of SHPO comments on 
cultural resources surveys at the pipe storage and contractor yards. 

 

A1-17 

A1-18 

A1-19 

A1-20 

A1-21 

A1-15 

A1-22 

A1-16 
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A1-23 Section 4.10.1 has been updated with the status of SHPO comments on 
cultural resources surveys at the workspaces associated with the abandoned 
facilities. 
 

A1-24 Table 4.10.3-1 and section 4.10.3 have been updated with the current status of 
Northwest’s Native American consultations. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

A1-25 Section 4.10.3 has been updated with the suggested text. 
 
 

 

A1-26 Section 4.10.3 has been updated with the suggested text. 
 
 
 
 
 

A1-27 Section 4.10.3 has been updated with the suggested text. 
 
 
 
 
 
 

A1-28 Section 4.10.3 has been updated with the suggested text. 

 

A1-24 

A1-25 

A1-26 

A1-27 

A1-28 

A1-23 
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A1-29 Section 2.5 has been revised to describe the third-party compliance monitoring 

program that would be implemented by the FERC during construction of the 
project.  Under this program, full-time third-party compliance monitors would be 
present on the construction spreads to monitor and document compliance with 
project mitigation measures and requirements.  Because the agencies would 
have access to the daily and weekly reports of the compliance monitors, the 
FERC staff’s recommended mitigation measure number 7 has been revised to 
require Northwest to submit biweekly status reports. 

A1-30 Northwest’s updated ECR Plan has been included as Appendix G.   

Section 2.5 has been revised to include the FERC staff’s recommendation that 
Northwest prepare a revised ECR Plan to address specific comments received 
on the draft EIS and to list all of the EI’s responsibilities that are included in the 
list of EI’s responsibilities in the EIS.  In accordance with the FERC staff’s 
recommendation, Northwest should file the revised ECR Plan with the 
Secretary for the review and written approval of the Director of OEP before 
construction (see also mitigation measure number 11 in section 5.4).  See also 
the responses to comments SA1-46, SA1-106, and SA1-150. 

A1-31 Section 2.5 has been revised to state that the Project Land Office would be 
staffed from 7:00 AM to 5:30 PM and calls after hours would be forwarded to a 
company representative until 7:00 PM.  The FERC staff agrees that forwarding 
calls to a company representative until 7:00 PM would address the intent of 
this measure.  The FERC staff’s recommendation has been removed from 
sections 2.5 and 5.4. 

A1-32 Section 4.2.2 has been revised to indicate Northwest’s acceptance of the 
FERC staff’s stipulations regarding the variances in table 4.2.2-1 of the draft 
EIS and the recommendation has been removed from sections 4.2.2 and 5.4.  
However, section 2.5 has been revised to include the FERC staff’s 
recommendation that Northwest prepare a revised ECR Plan to address 
specific comments received on the draft EIS and to list all of the EI’s 
responsibilities that are included in the list of EI’s responsibilities in the EIS.  In 
accordance with the FERC staff’s recommendation, Northwest should file the 
revised ECR Plan with the Secretary for the review and written approval of the 
Director of OEP before construction (see also mitigation measure number 11 in 
section 5.4).  See also the responses to comments SA1-46, SA1-106, and 
SA1-150. 

A1-33 Section 4.3.2.3 has been revised to provide the most current information 
regarding Northwest’s proposed Mitigation Plan for Waterbody Crossings.  
Appendix S contains the April 2005 draft of this plan.  Sections 4.3.2.3 and 5.4 
have been revised to include the FERC staff’s recommendation that Northwest 
continue consultations with the applicable agencies and Native American tribes 
and file the final site-specific waterbody crossing plans and final Mitigation Plan 
for Waterbody Crossings with the Secretary for the review and written approval 
of the Director of OEP before construction at each applicable waterbody (see 
mitigation measure number 17 in section 5.4).   

 

A1-29 

A1-30 

A1-31 

A1-32 

A1-33 
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A1-34 Section 4.4.4 has been revised to provide the most current information 
regarding Northwest’s compensatory wetland mitigation plan.  The revised 
section 4.4.4 includes the FERC staff’s recommendation that Northwest 
continue consultations with the applicable agencies and Native American tribes 
and file the final compensatory wetland mitigation plan with the Secretary 
before construction (see also mitigation measure number 18 in section 5.4). 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 

A1-35 Section 4.5.4 has been revised to incorporate the new information Northwest 
provided regarding its proposed noxious weed control measures and revised 
ECR Plan.  The FERC staff’s recommendation in sections 4.5.4 and 5.4 
regarding noxious weeds has been deleted.  See also Northwest’s revised 
ECR Plan in Appendix G. 

 

A1-34 

A1-35 
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A1-36 Section 4.7.2 has been revised to incorporate Northwest’s proposed survey 

plans and mitigation measures for the streaked horned lark. The FERC staff’s 
recommendation in sections 4.7.2 and 5.4 has been removed. 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 

A1-37 Section 4.8.2 has been revised to indicate that Northwest does not currently 
plan on purchasing additional permanent right-of-way in residential areas 
where the current easements are less than 75 feet wide but may require 
additional permanent right-of-way to accommodate non-standard parallel 
offsets or crossovers of the existing pipelines.  Because the locations where 
Northwest is proposing to obtain additional permanent right-of-way under these 
circumstances are shown on Northwest’s Environmental Construction 
Alignment Sheets, the FERC staff’s recommendation has been removed from 
sections 4.8.2 and 5.4. 
 
 
 
 
 

A1-38 Section 4.8.3.1 has been revised to include Northwest’s commitment to 
provide the arborist report and landowner stipulations regarding tree removal 
and landscaping to the FERC staff before construction.  As a result, the FERC 
staff’s recommendation has been removed from sections 4.8.3.1 and 5.4. 

 

A1-35 
(cont’d) 

A1-36 

A1-37 

A1-38 
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A1-38 
(cont’d) 
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This attachment is available for viewing on the FERC Internet website (www.ferc.gov).  
Using the “eLibrary” link, select “General Search” from the eLibrary menu and enter the 
docket number excluding the last three digits in the “Docket Number” field (i.e., CP05-32).  
Northwest filed this information on April 25, 2005.  Be sure to select an appropriate date 
range. 
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This attachment is available for viewing on the FERC Internet website (www.ferc.gov).  
Using the “eLibrary” link, select “General Search” from the eLibrary menu and enter the 
docket number excluding the last three digits in the “Docket Number” field (i.e., CP05-32).  
Northwest filed this information on April 25, 2005.  Be sure to select an appropriate date 
range. 
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This attachment is available for viewing on the FERC Internet website (www.ferc.gov).  
Using the “eLibrary” link, select “General Search” from the eLibrary menu and enter the 
docket number excluding the last three digits in the “Docket Number” field (i.e., CP05-32).  
Northwest filed this information on April 25, 2005.  Be sure to select an appropriate date 
range. 
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This attachment is available for viewing on the FERC Internet website (www.ferc.gov).  
Using the “eLibrary” link, select “General Search” from the eLibrary menu and enter the 
docket number excluding the last three digits in the “Docket Number” field (i.e., CP05-32).  
Northwest filed this information on April 25, 2005.  Be sure to select an appropriate date 
range. 



 

6-407

Applicant 1 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
This attachment is available for viewing on the FERC Internet website (www.ferc.gov).  
Using the “eLibrary” link, select “General Search” from the eLibrary menu and enter the 
docket number excluding the last three digits in the “Docket Number” field (i.e., CP05-32).  
Northwest filed this information on April 25, 2005.  Be sure to select an appropriate date 
range. 
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This attachment is available for viewing on the FERC Internet website (www.ferc.gov).  
Using the “eLibrary” link, select “General Search” from the eLibrary menu and enter the 
docket number excluding the last three digits in the “Docket Number” field (i.e., CP05-32).  
Northwest filed this information on April 25, 2005.  Be sure to select an appropriate date 
range. 




