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RE:  Docket No. AD04-4-000, Notice Requesting Applications for Panel Member List for 
Hydropower Licensing Study Dispute Resolution

Dear Mr. Turner:

As an environmental economist with a history of research on hydroelectric dams and 
environmental water resource issues (both in this country and internationally), I am applying to 
be included on the list of experts willing to serve on the dispute resolutions panel of FERC’s 
hydropower integrated licensing process.  Responses to the four application items are given 
below.

1.  Technical Expertise : Socio-Economics

I have been studying dams, water resource issues, and FERC’s hydroelectric dam relicensing 
process for over ten years now.  My interest in these complex issues began with a detailed cost-
benefit analysis of a hydroelectric project in Eastern Turkey which included comprehensive
discussions of environmental, security, and regional concerns not yet given adequate attention in 
that part of the world.  For example, water loss due to evapotranspiration, fish loss due to turbine 
entrapment, increased seismic incidence due to construction near a fault line, and additional 
security expenses due to construction in a threatened war zone, were all unique items I creatively 
modeled and quantified in the cost-benefit analysis, leading to a thorough investigation of the 
pertinent issues at hand.  The experience honed my abilities to uniquely analyze any particular 
regional hydropower facility, and to effectively model the nuance of particular related policy
issues. 
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After this international start, my research turned to a focus on dams and hydroelectric projects in 
the United States, including similar cost-benefit analyses and econometric regressions of cause 
and effect parameters, of hydropower facilities licensed by FERC.  More recently, my research
models have begun to include political economy dimensions that explore the competitive 
influences behind the federal hydroelectric dam relicensing process.  For example, I have written 
papers on the time duration of the licensing process, on the choice of interest groups involved in 
the licensing process, and on the effects of legislation like the 1986 Electric Consumers 
Protection Act.  Through this research I have added to my detailed economic and environmental
understanding of the relicensing process a broader appreciation for the historical and political 
background within which the relicensing process exists.  My extensive understanding of the 
minutiae of particular hydroelectric projects, as well as this broader understanding of the
strategic forces surrounding the relicensing process, adds to my ability to contribute as a well-
versed and broadly schooled panelist in any hydroelectric dam relicensing proceeding.

2.  Understanding of construction and operation impacts

In order to conduct adequate and convincing research into the economic and environmental 
impacts of hydroelectric dam facilities, I have spent years acquiring a wide-ranging and detailed 
understanding of the construction and operational impacts of dams across the country.  I have 
also collected a large and, as far as I know, unique dataset on FERC-licensed dams across the 
country which includes both construction and operational variables of the hydropower facilities, 
as well as environmental and safety variables related to the dams.  With this dataset I am able to 
analyze some of the correlations and statistical relationships between dam construction and 
operation type with environmental and safety impacts.  These studies have allowed for greater 
insight into the broad relationships between dam construction and operation type and important 
environmental and safety factors.

3.  Working knowledge of relevant laws

I have written a number of background summaries on the legislative and judicial history of 
FERC and the hydroelectric dam relicensing process.  I have used political economy models to 
study changes to FERC’s original 1935 Federal Power Act mandate, including effects coming 
from the passage of environmental legislation in the 1960s and 1970s, and effects coming from 
energy legislation in the 1970s, 1980s, and today (including the current Bush Administration’s 
Energy Bill and Title III reform).  I have also studied important judicial rulings such as Udall vs. 
Federal Power Commission (387 US 428), which addressed the role of interest groups in the 
licensing process, Yakima Indian Nation vs. The Federal Energy Regulatory Commission (746 F. 
2d. 466), which defined the criteria under which a relicensing application (as opposed to an 
initial licensing application) should be considered, and First Iowa Hydro-Electric Cooperative 
vs. Federal Power Commission and No. 1 of Jefferson County & City of Tacoma vs. Washington 
Department of Ecology (78 F. 3d. 659), which addressed the continuing debate over federal 
versus state rights in the dam relicensing process.
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4.  Ability to promote constructive communication

The synthesis of my research to date has been on trying to understand the issues and relevant 
interest groups involved in the federal hydroelectric dam relicensing process.  After more than 
ten years of analysis, I have gained a sound understanding of many of the important 
environmental, economic, historical, legislative, and political issues that have underlined many
hydroelectric dam relicensing debates.  As an academician, I am naturally interested in 
alternative and varying points of view and am inclined to study an issue thoroughly before 
drawing any sorts of analytical or policy conclusions.  As a trained teacher and communicator
(of environmental economics, public policy, cost-benefit analysis, and other subjects), I am also 
effective at presenting complex issues to wide, pleasantly diverse audiences.

I appreciate your consideration of my application.

Sincerely,

Lea-Rachel D. Kosnik, Ph.D.

References:

J.R. DeShazo
Associate Director
Lewis Center for Regional Public Policy
UCLA School of Public Affairs
3250 Public Policy Building
Los Angeles, CA  90095-1656

William Lowry
Professor of Political Science
Campus Box 1063
One Brookings Dr.
Washington University in St. Louis
St. Louis, MO  63130

Susan Feigenbaum
University of Missouri, St. Louis
Department of Economics
One University Blvd.
St. Louis, MO  63121
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University of Missouri-St. Louis Phone:  (314) 516-5564
8001 Natural Bridge Rd. Fax:  (314) 516-5352
St. Louis, MO  63121 E-mail:  kosnikl@umsl.edu

EDUCATION
Ph.D. 2001 Economics, University of California, Los Angeles

Major Fields:  Environmental Economics and Public Economics
Minor Field:   Development Economics
Dissertation:  Essays on the Political Economy of Hydroelectric Dam Regulation

M.A. 1998 Economics, University of California, Los Angeles
B.A. 1994 Economics (Honors), University of Michigan, Ann Arbor

Honors Thesis:  Cost-Benefit Analysis of the Ataturk Dam and the GAP 
Hydroelectric Facilities along the Euphrates and Tigris Rivers

ACADEMIC EXPERIENCE
2004- Assistant Professor of Economics, University of Missouri-St. Louis
2002 – 2004 Adjunct Professor, Montana State University, Bozeman
2001 – 2002 Post-doc, Political Economy Research Center, Bozeman
1998 - 2001 Research Assistant, University of California, Los Angeles
1997 – 2000 Teaching Assistant, University of California, Los Angeles

PUBLICATIONS
Articles
Kosnik, L.R.  2006.  “Sources of Bureaucratic Delay:  A Case Study of FERC Dam Relicensing.” 

 In press at The Journal of Law, Economics, and Organization.
Kosnik, L.R.  2005.  “Interest Group Battle Choice:  When is it Time to Pick a Fight?”  Working 

Paper.
Kosnik, L.R.  2005.  “Regulation and the Competitiveness of the Hydroelectric Power Industry.” 

 Working Paper.
Kosnik, L.R.  2005.  “Evidence of a Directional Confirmatory Bias Effect.”  In review at The 

Journal of Theory and Decision.
DeShazo, J.R. and Kosnik, L.R.  2004.  “Integrating Interest Groups and Legislators into Models 

of Bureaucratic Policymaking.”  Working Paper.
Meiners, R.E. and Kosnik, L.R.  2003.  “Restoring Harmony in the Klamath Basin.”  PERC 

Policy Series  27:1-28.
Anderson, T.L. and Kosnik, L.R.  2002.  “Sustainable Skepticism and Sustainable 

Development.”  Case Western Reserve Law Review  53(2):439-48.
Yandle, B., Morriss, A.P. and Kosnik, L.R.  2002.  Regulating Air Quality Through Litigation:  

The Diesel Engine Episode  Bozeman:  PERC.
Yandle, B., Morriss, A.P. and Kosnik, L.R.  2002.  “Regulation by Litigation:  The Diesel Engine 

Episode.”  PERC Policy Series  25:1-27.

CONFERENCE & SEMINAR PRESENTATIONS
“Interest Group Battle Choice:  When is it Time to Pick a Fight?”  The Universities Council on 
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Water Resources/The National Institutes for Water Resources Annual Conference, Portland, 
Maine, July 2005.

“Interest Group Battle Choice:  When is it Time to Pick a Fight?”  Missouri Economics 
Conference, Columbia, Missouri, April 2005.

“Evidence of a Directional Confirmatory Bias Effect,” Midwest Economic Association Meetings, 
Milwaukee, Wisconsin, March 2005.

“Evidence of a Directional Confirmatory Bias Effect,” Invited lecture for the Economics 
Department at the University of Missouri, Columbia, February 2005.

“Competition for Regulatory Influence in the U.S. Hydroelectric Relicensing Process,” 2nd World 
Congress of Environmental and Resource Economists, June 2002.

GRANTS
University of Missouri, St. Louis.  Research Award.  February, 2005.  $7,637.
Committee on the Status of Women in the Economics Profession (CSWEP).  CEMENT Award:  

Mentoring Junior Faculty.  November, 2004.  Funds to attend a mentoring workshop at the 
annual Southern Economic Association meetings.

University of Missouri, St. Louis.  Small Grants Award.  November, 2004.  $780.

PROFESSIONAL AFFILIATIONS
American Economic Association
Association of Environmental and Resource Economists
Committee on the Status of Women in the Economics Profession
Society for the Advancement of Behavioral Economics
Midwest Economics Association

PROFESSIONAL SERVICES
Grant Reviewer:  University of Missouri Research Board, 2004, 2005.
Journal Reviewer:  Contemporary Economic Policy, 2005.
Textbook Reviewer:  Addison Wesley Publishing Company, 2004.

HONORS
2001 Nonprofit Dissertation Fellowship, School of Public Policy and Social Research, 

University of California, Los Angeles
1999 Summer Research Mentorship Fellowship, University of California, Los Angeles
1998 – 1999 Full Academic Year Research Mentorship Fellowship, University of California, 

Los Angeles
1995 – 1996 Fulbright Fellowship, Gazi University, Ankara, Turkey.   Project:  An 

Environmental Investigation of Turkey’s GAP Hydroelectric Facilities
1990 Valedictorian of West Bloomfield High School, Michigan

COURSES TAUGHT
Graduate: Microeconomics, Public Choice
Undergraduate: Natural Resource & Environmental Economics, Cost-Benefit Analysis, 

Public Finance, Industrial Organization, Microeconomics, 
Macroeconomics, Econometrics
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