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1. At the prehearing conference held before Presiding Judge Harfeld on July 
17, 2003, the parties requested that the 17 QF proceedings now part of these 
proceedings be separated into three distinct groups and that settlement judge 
procedures be instituted for each of the groups.  The parties unanimously requested 
that Judge Cintron be appointed the settlement judge in these proceedings. 

 
2. The Chief Judge agrees that the appointment of a settlement judge in this 
proceeding will assist the parties in exploring all avenues for achieving a possible 
settlement of the disputed issues.  Accordingly, Administrative Law Judge Carmen 
A. Cintron is hereby appointed as the settlement judge to convene a settlement 
conference, to explore the possibility of settlement, to discuss the differences 
among the parties, and in general to conduct the settlement negotiations.  All 
parties to the settlement negotiations are directed to have principals with authority 
to negotiate and approve settlement terms.   

 
3. The settlement judge is directed to report the progress of the negotiations to 
the Chief Judge, together with his views on the prospects for settlement and his 
recommendations for further settlement procedures every thirty days.   

 
4. The Chief Judge strongly encourages electronic filings.  See, 18 C.F.R. § 
385.2001(a)(a)(iii) and the instructions on the Commission’s web site under the 
“eFiling” link. 
 

 
    Curtis L. Wagner, Jr. 
    Chief Administrative Law Judge 
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